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Survey Says…
by: Mrs. Jennifer Thompson 

Back in June, many of you participated in our annual Parent Satisfaction 
survey. Thank you for sharing your thoughts and heart with us. SJCS is truly 
committed to listening to each community member and to take the “scores” and 
comments we receive from that survey and others, and use that data to inform our 
future. We want to continue to grow and improve as a school, and your candid 
feedback helps that process.

Overall, our average score for the 7 areas of satisfaction (academics, 
teachers, technology integration, office support, Board of Trustees, sustainability, 
and discipline) was 4.42 out of a possible 5. All but one area improved over the 
scores received from the past two surveys. Measuring the implementation of our 
Core Values scored a 90.2% in satisfaction.  These high marks validate that we are 
fulfilling our mission, but they also leave room for improvement, and we will be 
working on meeting the high expectations that you have for our school and that 
we have for ourselves.

I have spoken to a number of people who asked to be contacted. I 
appreciate the face-to-face time that we have shared. This year, one of my 
personal goals is to communicate clearly and proactively, so please do not hesitate 
to contact me with your kudos and your concerns.  May we continue to work 
together to honor God in community. 

Tiger Tracks Going Digital 
The Tiger Tracks will go home today in digital format.  If you would like to 
continue to receive a printed copy please complete this form.  As a reminder, the 
Tiger Tracks is published every other week.  We occasionally will send a “Between 
the Tracks” communication when warranted.  If you have any questions, please 
contact the school office.

Clubs
As a part of our enrichment program, SJCS offers a variety of after school clubs for 
students to participate in.  Club details can be found on on the SJCS website.  
Registration is due by Friday, September 22nd at 3:30pm.  For questions or comments 
please contact Kim Basl at: kbasl@sjchristian.org.

Extended Care
Extended Care is available to families before and after school and on a variety of days 
through out the school year.  Please note that SIGN UP IS REQUIRED for many of these 
days.  To help you in planning for September 

Thursday, Sept. 21st: 7am - 8am; 11:45am - 6:00pm 
Regular Extended Care fees of $6.75/hr apply starting at 12:15pm

Friday, Sept. 22nd - 8:00am - 5:30pm AVAILABLE ONLY WITH ADVANCED SIGN UP
Regular Extended Care fees of$6.75/hr apply starting at 8:00am

Please email Kim Basl at kbasl@sjchristian.org to sign your child/ren up for Extended 
Care on Friday, Sept. 22nd.  Sign-ups are required to ensure proper staffing.

Tiger Tracks
Attendance Line  (408) 371-4815

IMPORTANT DATES

Tuesday 9/12 
ORANGE CRUSH-WEAR ORANGE! 

WAT Planning Meeting
8:30am | Auditorium

Middle School Back to School 
Night 6:30pm - 8:00pm

Wednesday 9/13 
Picture Day!

Thursday 9/14 
Moms in Prayer 
8:30am | Room 21

Chapel Schedule 
Middle School | 8:40am
Elementary | 9:30am

Scrip Orders Due by 3pm

Monday 9/18 
ORANGE CRUSH-WEAR ORANGE!

Thursday 9/21 
Minimum Day | JK - 8 Early 
dismissal at 11:45am

Friday 9/22 
No Classes | Faculty Retreat 
Extended Care available for with 
advanced sign up. 
Preschool Closed

https://goo.gl/forms/hbSWfVueMudSL8Dw2
http://www.sjchristian.org/my-sjcs/current-club-opportunities.cfm
mailto:kbasl@sjchristian.org
https://goo.gl/forms/hbSWfVueMudSL8Dw2
http://www.sjchristian.org/my-sjcs/current-club-opportunities.cfm
mailto:kbasl@sjchristian.org


Tiger Tracks

Sportsthis

Flag Football:
Monday: Practice 
3:15-4:45
Tuesday: Practice 
3:15-4:45
Wednesday: Team 
pictures @ lunch, 
Practice 3:15-4:45
Thursday: Practice 
3:15-4:45

Cross Country:
Monday: Practice 
3:15-4:30
Tuesday: Meet @ Alum 
Rock
Wednesday: Team 
Pictures @ lunch
Thursday: Practice 
3:15-4:45

Girls Softball: 
Monday: Practice 
3:15-4:45
Tuesday: Practice 
3:15-4:45
Wednesday: Team 
pictures @ lunch, 
Practice 3:15-4:45
Thursday: Practice 
3:15-4:45

week

It’s a Bird, It’s a Plane, It’s a WAT?!
Our 14th annual SJCS Walk-a-thon (WAT) is coming! Get 
ready to unleash your superpowers during this fun family 
event and raise funds to support a variety of student 
activities. 

Mark your calendars for the 2017 WAT, which takes 
place on Saturday, Oct. 14th from 9am - 2pm. Want to 
help out? The next WAT planning team meeting takes 
place Tuesday, September 12th at 8:30am in the school 
auditorium.

Look out for more information in the coming weeks.

Special Section of the Tiger Tracks for 
our Preschool “Tiger Cubs”
- Pardon the dust! Our center playground is getting new 
landscaping and we appreciate your patience through the 
process. We are all very excited to see the completion of a 
new and improved play space!

- Last Friday, The Preschool and Junior Kindergarten 
students had their first chapel of the new school year. 
Special thanks for Mrs. VanEwyk for leading us through 
the story of Creation!

- The Preschool students are participating in this 
Wednesday's picture day. If you are planning on 
purchasing photos,  please have a form completed in 
advance and send it with your student.

Save the Date | See You at the Pole
For over 25 years, See You at the Pole has been about 
one simple act—prayer. SYATP is still about students 
uniting themselves in prayer before God interceding 
for their generation.  There are two opportunities to 
unite in prayer with your friends: 

DAY: SEE YOU AT THE POLE is on Wednesday, 
September 27, at 7:50 a.m. local time. All around the 
globe, in every time zone, students will be gathering at 
their flagpoles, praying for their school, friends, 
families, churches, and communities. SEE YOU AT THE 
POLE is a day committed to global unity in Christ and 
prayer for your generation.

WEEK: The GLOBAL WEEK OF STUDENT PRAYER 
(Sunday, September 24 through Saturday, September 
30) encourages students to find new and unique ways, 
places, and times to pray throughout the week.

Picture Day
Picture day for the 2017-2018 school year will be 
Wednesday, September 13. Order forms are available 
in the school office.

Connect with SJCS sjcstigers @SJCS_TigersSan Jose Christian School



Tiger Tracks
Middle School Spiritual Emphasis 
Week!
Last week, our Middle School students experienced a 
week of spiritual emphasis each day. Tuesday and 
Wednesday, Pastor Gary Taylor met with our students 
first thing in the morning, challenging them to think 
about how to live out our theme verse. He spoke about 
recognizing their power source and about  growing 
spiritually in the face of temptation. He then joined the 
students at Mount Cross for two nights and two days of 
further physical and spiritual challenges. Comments from 
the students this morning were, “I faced some of my 
fears when I asked God to give me strength.” “It was a 
great time to get to know other middle school students.” 
“I loved worshipping together and learning more about 
how to listen to others and God.” The purpose of this 
week was to build a strong sense of community amongst 
the middle school teachers and students, to begin the 
year with a spiritual emphasis, and to challenge students 
to grow in their understanding of God. Mission 
accomplished.

Orange Crush Days
A tradition at SJCS is to celebrate the first competition 
of each sports season by wearing orange clothing to 
school and work. Tomorrow, Tuesday, September 12 
we will kick off the cross country season with our 
Tigers heading to Alum Rock Park for their season 
opener. 

Monday, September 18 will also be an orange crush 
day as our flag football and softball teams will kick off 
their seasons.  Football will be at home against Los 
Gatos Christian and softball will be away also 
competing against the LG Lions.  Game time is 3:30 
for both.  Wear orange on both days and support our 
players.

Go Tigers!

Order Scrip.  Save Money.
School is back in session, so it’s time to order Scrip!  
This simple program allows families to raise funds for 
SJCS and their own tuition while making everyday 
purchases.  Own your own business?  Get your 
supplies with Scrip and earn even more! Ordering 
information is available on our website, and the first 
order is due by Thursday at 3pm.  Check out the 
revenue sharing policy for more information, and start 
buying Scrip today!  If you have questions please 
contact Mrs. Phillips in the school office at (408) 
371-7741 ext. 231.

Tiger Talk is a new section of the Tiger Tracks 
intended to connect families by providing topics for 
face to face discussion.  Sometimes these topics will 
be humorous, sometimes focused on community life 
and sometimes offering an avenue to dig into our 
school theme STOP and listen, GO and do. This week 
we are providing two questions. One as an ice-breaker 
and one to get you thinking with your children.

1. Share your favorite top sweet treat.  You might 
know your children’s choice, but do they know yours?

2. What is the injustice that your heart is burdened for? 
Is there something in the world...even in you own 
community or your own class...that you want to help 
make better?

Emergency Medical Forms Required 
by September 15
Each student is required to have an emergency medical 
form completed by September 15.  This deadline is in 
place so that we can be prepared to care for your 
students.  These forms are mandatory and we ask that 
you help us by submitting them on time. If you need 
an additional copy please stop by the school office.

Tiger Talk! 
A new way to connect parents with their 

students.  Our desire is to have parents and 
students verbally connecting.  We provide 

the prompt, you provide the 
conversation! 

FINAL REMINDER

http://www.sjchristian.org/giving/shop-support.cfm
http://www.sjchristian.org/editoruploads/files/scrip_policy.pdf
http://www.sjchristian.org/giving/shop-support.cfm
http://www.sjchristian.org/editoruploads/files/scrip_policy.pdf


Tiger Tracks
Teacher Tales

Check this section each week for exciting stories about teachers doing great things in the classrooms of San Jose Christian School. 

FOCUS ON THE CAN RATHER THAN THE CAN’T
-by Jennifer Baham

As school wrapped up last year and the SJCS staff saw summer break on the horizon, Mrs. Thompson 
looked ahead to this school year. She decided to give each staff member a copy of Mindset by Carol 
Dweck with an invitation to read the book over the summer. Mrs. Thompson had read the book before, 
and knew it would affect teachers in personal and professional ways. “I want our teachers and students to 
focus on the can rather than the can’t. Rather that saying ‘I don’t know it’, we can say ‘I don’t know it 
YET’”

Mrs. Thompson’s hopes that teachers would be on the same page about approaching setbacks and 
difficulties are already bearing fruit. Miss Veurink commented that “Reading Mindset helped me identify 
my own mindset. And it has changed the verbiage I use with my students. Our “superpower word” for the 
year is YET. We use a ladder in my classroom to help us identify our mindset.” JK Teacher Suzie Van 
Eewyk shared, “When I read the book I realized that I live some areas of my life with a fixed mindset, and 
others with a growth mindset. I looked at the areas I approach with a growth mindset and started 
applying a growth mindset to other areas of my life.” Second Grade teacher Lynn Hossink discovered 
both personal and professional applications. “Growing up I was quiet and shy and thought success was 
other people validating me. Now I see that I need to challenge myself to learn and grow, and see areas 
that need growth as a good thing.” Dweck wrote that ‘Our best gift as educators and parents is to teach 
our children to love challenges, be intrigued by mistakes, enjoy effort, seek new strategies, and keep on 
learning.’ It made me think about my classroom culture. When I am disciplining students,  what message 
do I want to send: ‘I will judge and punish you?’ Or, ‘I want to help you think and learn.’ 

The middle school teachers decided to start our year with a middle school mixer around the topic of 
mindset. You can check it out on Mrs. Baham’s blog. We already see the impact of Mrs. Thompson’s 
leadership on growth mindset, and we look forward to the future impact this will have as we live this year 
together.

https://jbahambible.blogspot.com/
https://jbahambible.blogspot.com/

