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IMPORTANT DATES
Gratitude
by: Mrs. Jennifer Thompson

November is the month of gratitude. As we focus on being thankful in the 
classrooms, there is a real sense that the gratitude permeates into the hallways 
and back to our homes. We have so much for which to be thankful-I love this 
focus!

I am thankful for my Christian parents and grandparents who taught me 
the truths of scripture and salvation from my earliest years. I came to understand 
that the work of what Jesus Christ accomplished on my behalf on the cross is a 
true gift of God’s love and grace for me. I continue to be challenged to explore 
the truths of scripture as a growing believer, having them inform both my 
personal life and professional practice. It brings me great joy to serve with other 
educators who believe and practice the same. The Biblical foundation on which 
SJCS stands is firm, and it is our practice to be intentional about integrating our 
faith in the lives of the students, each other, and you, our families. 
  At SJCS, you experience the core biblical truths that are at the center of 
the curriculum and woven throughout the curriculum. It is more than curriculum, 
though, but rather a manner of teaching in which students are led to make sense 
of the universe and their place in it by filtering their learning through God’s 
Word. Thank you for partnering with us as we prepare students to be well 
prepared to become successful contributors to their world. 

Cityteam & SJCS 
Please Help Fill the Food Barrels!
San Jose Christian School believes in teaching our students what it means to 
engage and transform culture for Jesus Christ.  One way we take action is by  
partnering with Cityteam Ministries to help those in need.  Our partnership with 
Cityteam impacts families here at SJCS as well as families in our community. This 
year, a SJCS parent, Chris Pinkham is the Cityteam advisor to our school.  Chris 
shared this story with us and we hope it inspires you to be part of this effort.
 
“I still remember the first time we participated as a family with the Cityteam food 
drive at San Jose Christian School. My son Jacob proudly carried change from his 
“give” piggy bank to the grocery store and paid for groceries for the first time of 
his life as a kindergartner. I don’t think either of us realized the impact at the 
time. Fast forward two years later and I’m now on staff at Cityteam. The food we 
donate as a school doesn’t just go towards families at Thanksgiving time, it 
continues to help low-income families throughout the year. Cityteam distributes 
food boxes in San Jose to more than 1,500 families each month. For 
Thanksgiving, we are targeting food boxes for 3,000 families in one week!  These 
food boxes are free groceries for a week or two and a blessing when finances are 
running low. So, grab your “give” piggy banks SJCS community and let’s fill the 
barrels for our neighbors in San Jose."

By joining Cityteam in this food drive, we can make a difference and fill the 
pantry so that no one has to go to hungry.  We will kick off our drive at chapel 
this Thursday.  Please bring your donations in by Thursday, November 16 and 
make a difference.

Tiger Tracks
Attendance Line  (408) 371-4815

Tuesday 11/7 

Dads In Prayer 8:30am | Meet at 
the Hippo Bench

Thursday 11/9 
Moms in Prayer 
8:30am | Room 21

Chapel Schedule
MS Chapel 8:40am - 9:10am
ES Chapel 9:30am - 10:00am

City Team Food Drive Kick Off

Scrip Orders Due by 3pm

Friday 11/10 
Frozen Friday

11/14 -11/21 | Book Fair 

11/21 | GrandFriends Day 

11/22–24 | Thanksgiving 
Break 

12/1 | Preschool 
Christmas Program 

12/1 | SJCS Christmas 
Concert | 7pm | Central 
Christian Church

DATE CHANGE - new 
family reception has 
moved to January 25, 
2018 

UPCOMING 
DATES



Tiger Tracks

Sports
this

TIGER BASKETBALL BOYS AND GIRLS
Monday: Practice 3:15pm - 4:45pm 
Tuesday: Practice 3:15pm - 4:45pm
Wednesday: Practice 3:15pm - 4:45pm
Thursday: Practice 3:15pm - 4:45pmweek

GrandFriends Day | Save the Date
We are excited to be hosting GrandFriends day on 
November 21 from 8:30am - 11:45am.  We are in the 
process of finalizing the schedule so watch for those 
details in the Between the Tracks next week.

November 21 is an early dismissal day for JK-8. 
Preschool has a normal schedule. Students are 
welcome to depart with their families at the end of the 
GrandFriends activities.  Extended Care will be 
available. Please contact Betsy Phillips 
bphillips@sjchristian.org with questions.

Sports Highlights
FLAG FOOTBALL: Congratulations to the Boys Flag 
Football team for taking 1st place in the BACSAL 
tournament! After winning the South division, the boys 
beat Milpitas Christian, Cornerstone Christian, and 
Prince of Peace to take home the first ever football 
championship! Great work from all the players! A BIG 
thank you to all those who came out to support the 
boys during the playoffs. 

2017 BACSAL Flag Football Champions: Ethan A, 
Robert A, Jared A, Eli C, Jacob K, Evan H, Ray A, Tanner 
K, Gabriel S, Julian W, Cooper B, Dylan D, Tyler F, Ben 
L, Joshua B, Ethan F, Grayson L, Matthew R, Jeremy S.

CROSS COUNTRY: Congratulations to our Cross 
Country team who just completed their season this 
past Friday. The team competed well in the BACSAL 
final meet held at Oak Hill Park. The girls team 
finished 6th overall and Colby Z. placed 1st out of 
100+ runners. Awesome job Cross Country team!

BASKETBALL: Boys & Girls Basketball: Please 
remember to turn in all athletic participation forms 
and fee to the office.

Connect with SJCS sjcstigers @SJCS_TigersSan Jose Christian School

Tiger Talk! 
Connecting parents and students! 

 We provide the prompt,  
you provide the conversation! 

Tiger Talk is a section of the Tiger Tracks intended to 
connect families by providing topics for face to face 
discussion.  These topics offer an avenue to dig into 
our school theme STOP and listen, GO and do. 

This week’s BIG IDEA - God created each of us as 
individuals and SJCS helps students discover and 
embrace who they are in His community.

Grown Up’s share what extra-curricular activities you 
participated in during middle school that helped you 
learn about your God-given gifts and/or helped you 
learn how to work as a team toward a common goal? 

Students share what dream activity you would take 
part in given the opportunity.

Save the Date |
SJCS Christmas Concert
The annual Christmas Concert will be held on Friday, 
December 1, 7:00pm at Central Christian Church.  
This is an amazing program that will include parents, 
staff and students, from our music program.  This is 
a perfect event to invite friends and family.  Stop and 
put this in your calendar now!

mailto:bphillips@sjchristian.org
mailto:bphillips@sjchristian.org


Tiger Tracks

THE SCHOLASTIC BOOK FAIR IS 
COMING NEXT WEEK!!
Awesome books for all ages can be found at our 
school’s Scholastic Book Fair which will be held in the 
SJCS library (room 17) November 14-21.  Books for 
babies through adults are featured at the Fair, and 
there are seasonal and Christian items as well - all of 
which can make excellent gifts. Proceeds from this 
book fair benefit SJCS, so shop away!
Book Fair Hours: 
November 14 | 2:45-4:30 pm
November 15-20 | 8-9 am, 2:45-4:30 pm
November 21 | (Grandfriends Day)  8-10 am

Volunteers are needed to help ring up sales for the 
fair, so please consider volunteering for a slot or two. 
To sign up, please visit http://tinyurl.com/sjcsbf or 
contact our librarian Nicole Nesdahl at 
nnesdahl@sjchristian.org.

Reviews for SJCS
A  great  way  for  you  to  share  your  SJCS  story  is 
through on-line reviews.  Google, YELP, Facebook and 
GreatSchools.net, are just a few sites where you can 
share  your  experience  and  promote  SJCS.   Please 
consider a post to help get the word out about SJCS.

Scrip for your Thanksgiving 
Shopping!
Scrip is a simple program that allows families to raise 
funds for SJCS and their own tuition while making 
everyday purchases.  Consider ordering scrip to do 
your Thanksgiving shopping.  Check out the revenue 
sharing policy under My SJCS on the new website for 
more information, and start buying Scrip today!  Take 
a look at the attached flyer for additional information.

WAT 2.0
The second half of the Annual Walk A Thon was a 
great hit.  We are so thankful for all who participated.  
As a community we raised $46,800.00. Thank you to 
everyone who made both events possible. 

http://tinyurl.com/sjcsbf
mailto:nnesdahl@sjchristian.org
http://greatschools.net
http://tinyurl.com/sjcsbf
mailto:nnesdahl@sjchristian.org
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Teacher Tales
Check this section each week for exciting stories about teachers doing great things in the classrooms of San Jose Christian School 

SJCS Middle School Extra-Curricular Highlight: 
What Makes Our Middle School Stand Out?
-by Jennifer Baham

On Saturday, October 28, our Tigers celebrated big as the Tiger football team took the league championship. And the 
night before playoffs, our middle school drama department presented a delightful rendition of The Somewhat True 
Tale of Robin Hood by Mary Lynn Dobson. Both Mr. Bost (SJCS Athletic Director and Tiger Football Coach) and Ms. 
Laverman (Middle School Drama Director and Fourth Grade Teacher) find their greatest joy in seeing students develop 

their gifts and grow in confidence. 

Mr. Bost said with a smile, “I love being around the kids. I love seeing them grow 
as athletes but also as young men. The students start in 5th Grade saying ‘I can’t 
do this’ and finish as 8th grade leaders on the field. Often students enter middle 
school with no experience in a given sport. I get to watch them excel as they 
interact with each other and work for a common goal.They will take what they 
learn in sports into the rest of their lives.”  One of our 8th grade students, Ethan 
A., participated in both football and the play. ”It was a crazy weekend to say the 
least. Friday we had two play performances and I have to say that the evening 
performance was flawless. Then, not even 12 hours later, I was a contributor on 
the football championship team. I'm so glad that I have the opportunity to do 
both the play and to be a part of the football team that made SJCS history."

Both events showcased students who discovered talents and growth 
opportunities as a result of our “no cut” policy. Eighth grade student Mary 
shared, “If there were cuts in the drama tryouts, I may have not even done the 
play. But instead, I have done it all three years of middle school. I would never 
have realized how much I loved acting and chosen to participate in it. The 
highlight of the play this year was when half the cast was crammed backstage 
and we were all smiling anticipating our next cue. All our nerves were gone and 
we were all just filled with happiness because of the fun we were having.” 
Natalie, another 8th grade actress, would tell future middle schoolers, “ Don't 
wait to try the drama performance. Go for it! You'll learn so many things, you'll 
love it, and you can find that inner dramatic character in yourself.” Meredith 
added, “It's nice to have a judge-free environment to practice lines and get used 
to being an actor!”

Ms. Laverman believes in accepting all students who want to participate in the play whether on stage or backstage. 
“Being involved in drama lends itself to lifetime skills such as public speaking, working with peers, being comfortable in 
your own skin, and encouraging each other. When students don’t support each other it shows up on stage. We have to 
fit together and work together to be in sync.” Mr. Bost adds his support 
of our “no-cut” policy in sports. “Giving all students a chance to 
participate is important because middle school is a time that kids 
should try anything if they have an interest in it. You never know what 
it could lead to. We want to foster in them that they have the freedom 
and ability to try things and see where God has gifted them. Being part 
of a team is important for everybody.

“Our students see professional sports on TV and come into a sport 
thinking that being an athlete is all about promoting self. But in our 
athletic program we focus on being a good teammate and knowing 
your role whether or not you are on the field. Throughout the 
championship game the players on the sidelines knew their goal was to 
encourage and support the players on the field. I love this picture of 
our team working toward a common goal, even from the sideline.” 

Tiger Tracks


