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IMPORTANT DATES
The 500th Anniversary of the Reformation
by: Mrs. Jennifer Thompson

Next week, Christian Schools International, an organization to which we 
belong and receive our accreditation, is celebrating Christian Education Week in 
honor of the 500th “anniversary” of the Reformation. There are many facets to the 
history of the Reformation, but one that we celebrate in particular is the 
importance of education that was embraced by the Reformed churches. 
Understanding that education is crucial for the training of the next generation, 
Christian schools, partnering with the church and the family, became the means 
to equip children for a life of service. The focus that Jesus Christ and God’s Word 
are at the center of life and learning and that the whole world belongs to God 
continues here at San Jose Christian School. As did the reformers back in the 
early 1500’s, we want to focus on the fact that Christ unifies His people and 
wants us all to be drawn into a closer relationship with Him. The importance of 
Christian education remains!

San Jose Christian School continues to exist in order to engage students 
to transform culture for Christ. We expect our students to grow in their faith here 
at SJCS and beyond. We commit to be a distinctly Christian witness to our 
community. As our society changes, our constant remains our Savior, who 
continues to be faithful to our school.  As a community of believers, we strive to 
serve and honor God with our gifts and talents as we encourage our students to 
find theirs and do the same. On Christ the solid rock we stand.

Fall Town Hall
This Tuesday, October 24 from 6:30-8:00pm SJCS will host it’s annual Fall Town 
Hall Meeting.  The goal of town hall meetings at SJCS is to provide a 
communication tool for our community.  Parents and supporters of SJCS are 
encouraged to attend.  The Fall Town Hall Meeting provides the administration, 
faculty, and CPTA an opportunity to share important topics with school families, 
and it also gives attendees a chance to ask questions and have them answered.  
Topics covered are relevant to the timing of the school year.  An additional 
intention of the meeting is to give insight to campus life.  We look forward to 
seeing you tomorrow evening.

Orange Crush Day - Thursday!
In support of the Flag Football team securing 1st place in our south division and  
hosting their playoff game here at SJCS, Thursday will be an ORANGE CRUSH 
day.  We invite all students, parents, faculty and staff to wear orange and attend 
the game.  Game time is 3:30pm on the Middle School field.

WAT 2.0
We would like to thank everyone for their flexibility with the Walk A Thon 
activities this year.  Details are being finalized for the October 31 WAT 2.0 event.  
All students will have the opportunity to complete their laps on this day.  We will 
be sending out information along with a request for volunteers on Wednesday.  
The event will be held on campus from 12pm-3pm.  Preschool students will have 
special access to the course and activities beginning at 10am.  More information 
to follow.  Any immediate questions can be directed to Betsy Phillips at 
bphillips@sjchristian.org.

Tiger Tracks
Attendance Line  (408) 371-4815

Monday 10/23 
SJCS Board of Trustees Meeting | 
7pm Auditorium

Tuesday 10/24 

Dads In Prayer 8:30am | Meet at 
the Hippo Bench

Fall Town Hall Meeting | 6:30pm 
Auditorium

Thursday 10/26 
Orange Crush Day!

Moms in Prayer 
8:30am | Room 21

Kindergarten Field Trip | Depart 
8:30am

Scrip Orders Due by 3pm

Friday 10/27 
CPTA Meeting | 8:30am 
Auditorium

The Somewhat True Tales of Robin 
Hood | 3:30pm and 7:00pm

10/30 | Christian Education Week 

10/31 | WAT 2.0 | 12pm – 3:00pm  
11/2 & 3 | Parent Teacher 
Conferences 

11/8 | New Family Reception |
7:00pm Auditorium 

UPCOMING 
DATES



Tiger Tracks

Sports
this

Flag Football:
Monday: Practice 3:15pm - 4:45pm 
Tuesday: Playoff Game vs. Walnut Creek @ SJCS - ORANGE CRUSH DAY!
Wednesday - Saturday | To Be Announcedweek

Special Section of the Tiger Tracks for 
our Preschool “Tiger Cubs”
• If you have not received your school pictures, 

please email support@stilllightstudios.com to get 
assistance.

• Please stay tuned for details about Fall Fest and the 
Walk-a-Thon. Details will be shared as they are 
confirmed.

• Please keep Ms. Tiffany in your prayers! Tiffany left 
Friday morning to participate in a mission's trip in 
Brazil. 

Place of Discipleship (P.O.D.)
Last Friday, P.O.D. (Place of Discipleship) gathered to 
live  out  Micah  6:8.  Dr.  Jonathan  Fung  taught  the 
middle school boys how to act justly and to love mercy 
and  to  walk  humbly  as  they  served  the  homeless, 
interacted, and prayed for them at St. James Park in 
Downtown  San  Jose.  The  boys  gave  out  54  bag 
lunches, bottled water, toothpaste and hand sanitizers. 
This was a meaningful experience for all the boys and 
the moms that drove who participated.

Sports Highlights
Flag Football: The boys finished the season with a 
overall record of 7-1 and a 2nd place finish in the 
South division. After picking up two quality wins over 
Campbell Christian last week, the Tigers will look to 
make some noise in the playoffs. Please come out and 
support the boys on Tuesday for their first round 
playoff game.

Cross Country: Our runners are currently preparing 
for the BACSAL League Finals coming up on November 
3rd, in Danville.

Softball: The lady tigers completed their season last 
week with an awesome game against the Campbell 
Eagles.  This year our team consisted of 10 dedicated 
players who worked together to create a positive and 
cohesive team.  Our record did not reflect the skills 
improvement and growth we experienced this season.  
The coaches are very proud of the girls and appreciate 
the leadership of our 8th grade players: Anna S., 
Meredith, Mary and Margaret.  

Basketball Season is Here!
Boys Basketball: 

10/25: Player Meeting @ lunch in 
room 16. All MS boys interested in 
playing need to attend.
10/30: Parent/Coach Meeting in SJCS 

Auditorium @ 4 pm. Please send at 
least one family representative per 

player.

Girls Basketball:
10/24: Player Meeting @ lunch in room 13. All 5-8 
grade girls interested in playing need to attend.
11/6: First practice 3:15-4:45

Connect with SJCS sjcstigers @SJCS_TigersSan Jose Christian School



Tiger Tracks

Tiger Talk is a section of the Tiger Tracks intended to 
connect families by providing topics for face to face 
discussion.  These topics offer an avenue to dig into 
our school theme STOP and listen, GO and do. 

This week’s BIG IDEA - JUSTICE as it relates to 
assessments and/or evaluating ourselves and 
evaluating others by God's ways.

Grown Up’s and Students consider and discuss these 
questions:

Why do you think teachers give assessments? 

What does a student learn from an assessment?

What does a teacher learn from an assessment?

Justice means "a concern for fairness, honesty, or 
right-living." How can assessments (or report cards) 
show justice?

Think of a choice or action from your day. If God were 
giving a just or fair "report card" on that choice or 
action, what would He say to you? Did you choose 
God's way? Praise Him! Did you go against God's way? 
Confess to Him and seek to make it right with those 
you may have hurt.

Tiger 
Talk! 

Connecting parents and students! 
 We provide the prompt,  

you provide the conversation! 

Extended Care 
Extended Care is available to all JK-8th grade students 
throughout the school year.  Please note that SIGN UP 
IS REQUIRED for days when school is closed. If you are 
planning on using extended care all day on Thursday, 
November 2 and Friday, November 3, please email Ms. 
Basl as soon as possible to insure proper staffing.  
Drop in extended care will be available for those that 
need to have their children taken care of during their 
Parent Teacher Conference.  There is no charge for the 
20 minute time allotted for the PTC.

Reviews for SJCS
A  great  way  for  you  to  share  your  SJCS  story  is 
through on-line reviews.  Google, YELP, Facebook and 
GreatSchools.net, are just a few sites where you can 
share  your  experience  and  promote  SJCS.   Please 
consider a post to help get the word out about SJCS.

Scrip for your Thanksgiving 
Shopping!
Scrip is a simple program that allows families to raise 
funds for SJCS and their own tuition while making 
everyday purchases.  Consider ordering scrip to do 
your Thanksgiving shopping.  Check out the revenue 
sharing policy under My SJCS on the new website for 
more information, and start buying Scrip today!  If you 
have questions please contact the school office at 
(408) 371-7741.

CPTA Meeting Friday
Plan to join fellow parents and teachers at the CPTA 
meeting this Friday, October 27 at 8:30am in the 
auditorium.  We will be discussing several upcoming 
events.  

Auction Planning
Are you interested in working on the Spring Auction?  
Contact Betsy Phillips as we need committee members 
so we can get an early start!

Parent Teacher Conferences
The deadline to sign up for your Parent Teacher 
Conference is this Friday, at 8am.  If you have not 
selected a conference time, one will be selected for 
you.  Reminder:  all middle school students must 
attend their conference. Please direct your questions 
to Mrs. Singh in the school office.

Middle School Drama | Tickets 
Available | Two performances Friday
Most of us are familiar with the story of Robin Hood. 
But what about The Somewhat True Tale of Robin 
Hood? Our zany version of this classic tale is sure to 
make you laugh! Join prideful Robin Hood and his 
wooden-spoon wielding Merry Men as they steal from 
the rich and give to the poor! The evil Prince John and 
the Sheriff of Nottingham will stop at nothing to stay in 
power. Will their sinister plans succeed? See what 
happens at The Somewhat True Tale of Robin Hood! 
Attend one of our performances on October 27.

http://greatschools.net
http://greatschools.net


Teacher Tales
Check this section each week for exciting stories about teachers doing great things in the classrooms of San Jose Christian School 

Grades Do (NOT) Define Me!
-by Jennifer Baham

When you think back to the last time you received a “grade” for something, can you also remember how you felt 
inside? Do the words “report card” send a jolt of fear into your body? 

Teachers use assessments to find out what a student understands, and to determine how well we as teachers 
might (or might not have) communicated concepts. Unfortunately, many times “getting a grade” turns into false 
determination of one’s talent or worth. Instead of seeing the grade as a measure of what I learned and what I 
have yet to learn, the grade sends a message of “You are acceptable” or “You are not good enough.”

Mrs. Nibbelink and Ms. Webb led the fifth graders through a novel unit on There’s a Boy In The Girls’ Bathroom by 
Louis Sachar. As the story of a fifth grade bully unfolds, readers come to see the importance of looking 
“underneath” another’s exterior to find the true person inside. Through the guidance of a counselor, a “bully” 
transforms his belief that he is a worthless monster to the belief that he is a kind boy with a good heart. Ms. 
Webb explains, “This story provides an inside look at the thought life of a struggling student and guides our fifth 
graders toward empathy for others and healthy self-talk.”

After reading the book, the 5th grade teachers led their students through three key activities. First, the 5th 
graders wrote reflections about their experience and perspective on grades. Next they created drawings of 
monsters with kind hearts. And finally, the teachers brought their students to the playground to drive home the 
themes in the book. Outside, each student was given a physical challenge. Some were asked to hang on the bar 
for 3 seconds, or do 5 jumping jacks. Others were asked to fly to the top of the flagpole or hop from one tree to 
another. Some challenges were clearly impossible. Afterward, students were assigned a letter grade. Students 
who accomplished the challenge were marked with an “A”, and students who did not complete the impossible 
challenges were marked with an “F”. Confusion and antagonism erupted. Students declared, "This isn't fair!” 

Mrs. Nibbelink and Ms. Webb followed the physical challenge activity with an in-class discussion about grades 
and their purpose in school. They drove home the point that a grade is not meant to define us (just as not being 
able to fly to the top of flagpole could not make you a failure). They shared that a grade measures how much you 
have learned or haven't learned...yet. And they pointed out that our families, teachers, and even Kindergarten 
buddies love us as much as ever no matter what “grade” is assigned in school. “At the end of the day, we want 
our fifth graders to know we love them exactly the same no matter what grades are at the top of their papers. We 
don’t view students as ‘A, C, or F students,’ we see them as dearly loved children of God.” Ms. Webb said.

SJCS Throughlines include the standard of raising up “growing believers who live secure in their identity in 
Christ.” We continue to work as a school to teach our children that we are God’s Beloved sons and daughters. 

Tiger Tracks


