
 

Reading

• Describe narrative point of view 
• Construct meaning by predicting, questioning, visualizing, 

summarizing, making connections, and making inferences 
• Develop independent and oral fluency including intonation and 

expression in reading 
• Explain grade level stories and show mastery through Accelerated 

Reader Program 
• Recognize and differentiate various genres of stories 
• Follow multiple-step written instructions 
• Develop and apply knowledge of vocabulary

Essential Learning for 
Fourth Grade

Grammar and Spelling

• Recognize and differentiate parts of speech such as prepositions, 
verbs, nouns, pronouns, adverbs, and adjectives and apply 
appropriately in writing 

• Describe the 4 types of sentences 
• Correctly spell contractions and the words that make them up 
• Recognize compound words 
• Describe the different meanings/spellings of homophones 
• Correctly spell and use homophones 
• Master commonly misspelled words

Bible

• Memorize and apply verses from the year’s theme and units  
• Recite, in order, books of the Old Testament 
• Describe and use the Bible’s format of Old & New Testaments, 

book, chapters, section headings, and verses 
• Recognize how the development of writing helped spread God’s 

Word 
• Discuss major events in Judges-Divided Kingdom 
• Describe how God’s leaders act in history, positively and negatively 
• Examine God’s covenant promise and faithfulness in His plans as 

it relates to blessings and consequences 
• Explore God’s interaction with people in the Bible times and today 
• Participate in daily worship through devotions, prayers, songs, 

writing assignments, and activities

At the end of fourth grade, students should be able to demonstrate  
mastery of the following material:

Writing

• Formulate clear responses to questions 
• Organize a paragraph with a topic sentence and supporting facts 

and details 
• Cite sources in work 
• Plan and create informative/expository reports using Step Up To 

Writing 
• Plan and pre-write creative narrative stories using story maps and 

graphic organizers 
• Write a clear summary of a story 
• Use accurate grammar, capitalization, punctuation, and sentence 

structure 
• Proofread and edit for grade level grammar, mechanics, and 

conventions 
• Follow the format of a 5-paragraph essay

The mission of San Jose Christian School is to advance the kingdom of God by 
providing exceptional teaching and curriculum fully integrated with Biblical 

perspective.  Within our Christian community we live to engage and transform 
culture for Jesus Christ.



Science

• Explain the difference between surveys, observations, and 
experiments 

• Use scientific instruments correctly   
• Distinguish between weight and mass 
• Identify the major organs of the digestive and urinary systems 
• Trace the path that food takes through the body 
• Construct a food chain & food web 
• Describe the importance of caring for, conserving, and maintaining 

Earth’s resources 
• Work collaboratively and practice specific roles and responsibilities 
• Describe how light traveling interacts, and how we see color 
• Explain the difference between rocks and minerals

Math

• Develop quick recall of basic multiplication facts and related 
division facts and fluency with whole number multiplication 

• Determine factors and multiples for whole numbers 
• Describe the connection between decimals, fractions, and 

percentages 
• Generate equivalent fractions and simplify fractions 
• Describe the concept of area and determine the area of two-

dimensional shapes 
• Apply and adapt a variety of appropriate strategies to solve 

problems 
• Use the partial product or lattice method to solve extended 

multiplication problems 
• Decompose, add, and subtract fractions/mixed numbers 
• Use the partial-quotients method for solving division problems 
• Utilize a protractor to measure angles

• Describe the Spanish mission system 
• Illustrate the geographic features of California 
• Analyze the events of the Gold Rush and the economic effects it 

had on California 
• Describe the social, political, cultural, and economic life and 

interactions among the people of California 
• Apply the writing process to demonstrate understanding of 

California history 
• Retell the historical process of California statehood

Social Studies
• Enjoy music as a gift from God 
• Share musical gifts positively within the classroom and school 

community 
• Identify and perform Grade 4 rhythms correctly 
• Read and perform the notes of the treble clef on recorder with 

correct fingerings 
• Identify orchestra instruments by shape, size, tone color, and 

family 
• Synthesize knowledge of rhythm, meter, pitch, and stem direction 

to compose 4-8 measure recorder songs 
• Know Menotti and his operetta, Amahl and the Night Visitors

Music

• PE in grades 3-5 is fundamental learning time. It is goal centered 
rather than activity centered. Physical activity, such as exercise, 
games, and sports will be viewed as a means toward fulfilling 
individual potential in all phases of life. There is a focus on motor 
skills, and big muscle activities. Sports such as Basketball, 
Kickball, Soccer, and Softball are introduced. Students engage in 
activities, gaining understanding through muscular activity, using 
physical activity for service to God, relating activity to other parts of 
God’s creation, and knowing how physical activity forms the 
human being

Physical Education


